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Student Chapter Summary 

 

Organization: NYU Intelligent Transportation Society Student Chapter 

Status: Department Club (Civil & Urban Engineering) 

Academic Year: 2017-2018 

Student Chapter Members: 38 

Faculty Sponsors: Dr. Joseph Chow & Dr. Jack Bringardner 

 

Club Officers: 

President: Nick Caros 

Vice-President: Diego Correa Barahona 

Treasurer: Elsa Kong 

Communications: Sarah Schoengold 

Secretary: Giselle Barrera 

 

 
Spring 2018 ITS Student Chapter Leadership with Incoming Fall 2018 Leadership 
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Introduction 

 

The NYU chapter of the Intelligent Transportation Society was officially launched at the 

beginning of the Spring 2018 semester. It gained official recognition as a department club under 

the Department of Civil & Urban Engineering and is enthusiastically supported by the C2SMART 

University Research Center and the ITS America New York Chapter. Although there was no 

space within the All-University club roster for the student chapter, it was still successful in 

building a large and dedicated membership and hosting several engaging, well-attended events. 

It also began a newsletter initiative to keep members informed of NYU and external events 

related to transportation and technology, many of which were attended by chapter 

membership.  

 

The student chapter was launched in an effort to build a multi-disciplinary student chapter 

focused on building student interest in emerging transportation technology and further NYU’s 

reputation as a leader in research and engagement in this field. It seeks to unite both 

undergraduate and graduate students with a passion for transportation from across NYU’s 

different schools and create opportunities for student engagement and networking. As far as 

we are aware, it is only the fourth such student chapter in the United States (after UT Austin, 

UMD and GA Tech) and first in the Northeast region.  

 

 A summary of this semester’s events and the student newsletter initiative are presented on the 

pages that follow. The active membership roster is also included, and the report concludes with 

information about the future leadership, initiatives and activities planned for next semester. 

Please contact Nick Caros (nc2194@nyu.edu) with any questions or comments. 

  



  3 

Kick-off Meeting 

 

After a marketing campaign, the first ever meeting of the NYU ITS Student Chapter was held at 

the NYU Tandon Makerspace on February 1st. Advertisements were sent to students at Tandon, 

CUSP and Wagner as well as posted on social media in an attempt to gather interest from an 

interdisciplinary group of students. At the meeting, the goals and initiatives were introduced to 

the attendees and they were invited to join the student chapter’s mailing list. In addition to the 

many Tandon students, CUSP and Wagner students attended and joined the student chapter.  
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Women in Transportation Panel 

 

The first hosted event of the year was a panel discussion between several leading women in the 

transportation industry in New York City. The panelists worked for NYCDOT, MTA and AIMSUN 

and the discussion was moderated by NYU’s Dr. Tra Vu. Approximately 40 students were in 

attendance and there was a lively audience Q&A following the event. This event gave students 

an opportunity to meet professional leaders and ask them questions about their career paths, 

solicit advice and better understand the day-to-day work of a transportation professional in 

New York. 
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Saad Shaikh – Ford Chariot Seminar 

 

The student chapter co-sponsored and organized a seminar by Saad Shaikh, the General 

Manager of Ford’s Chariot operations in New York City. This gave the members a chance to 

understand the business side of microtransit operations and how data is used to plan transit 

routes. The presentation was followed by a Q&A during which students asked quite a few 

questions. 
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NYCDOT Traffic Management Center Visit 

 

A site visit was organized to the NYCDOT Traffic Management Center in Long Island City, 

Queens. A group of the student chapter members travelled from the NYU Tandon campus to 

the facility and were given a tour by NYU professor Dr. Mohamed Talas who also works for the 

NYCDOT. 14 students attended and were able to see where New York’s 12,000+ traffic signals 

are controlled as well as examine the new signal control equipment being tested.  
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Tech & Transportation Talks 

 

The final event of the semester was a “lightning talks” presentation series from a set of experts 

working on cutting-edge transportation technology. Two of the presenters worked for 

Intersection (Sidewalk Labs) and AKRF while one was a research scientist at and recent Ph.D. 

graduate from NYU Tandon. The attendees were treated to presentation covering emerging 

transportation technologies in the wayfinding / informatics, transportation planning data and 

connected cities fields.  

 

 

 

  



  9 

Student Chapter Membership Roster 

 

Name 

Abdullah Kurkcu 

Assel Dmitriyeva 

Bruno Chede Cunha 

Carol Shlyakhova 

Christian Moscardi 

Diego Estuardo Correa 

Esther Lin 

Gisselle Diana Barrera 

Greg Rivas 

Gyugeun Yoon 

Heba Omholt 

Hella Alosta-Alnajjar 

Hemant Saride 

Hio Kuan Kong 

Jacob Asher 

Jiayun Sun 

Jingqin Gao 

Joanne Yang 

Lan La Leung 

Maribel Guzman 

Marium Sultan 

Mateo Leon 

Minjie Lu 

Muhammad Mansour 

Nick Caros 

Omar Abou Kasm 

Onur Kalan 

Qi Liu 

Saied Rasulkani 

Sarah Schoengold 

Susan Xu 

Ted Pantelidis 

Unisse Chua 

Weerapan Rujikiatkumjorn 

Wilfred Richardson 

Xuebo Lai 

Yu Chen 

Yuwen Chang 
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Fall 2018 Planning 

 

A final meeting was held at the end of the semester to discuss personnel and plans for the next 

semester. Due to the impending graduation of several student chapter leaders, the club officers 

are quite different from the previous semester. The group is also subject to change pending 

interest from other at the beginning of the semester. It was decided that new positions would 

be added specifically for students from CUSP and Wagner to promote outreach to and input 

from those programs in an effort to increase the diversity of the membership. The Fall 2018 

officers are: 

 

President: Jingqin Gao 

Vice-President: Ruben Juster 

Treasurer: Yueshuai He 

Communications: Sarah Schoengold 

Secretary: Elsa Kong 

Member-at-Large (CUSP): Christian Moscardi 

Member-at-Large (Wagner): TBD 

 

In addition to selection of the membership group, several new initiatives and activities were 

discussed at the semester-end meeting. The newsletter will continue, and the incoming 

president has made it a focus to increase the student chapter’s online presence with a 

dedicated web page and social media accounts. The student chapter will also make it a priority 

to develop a strong relationship with the ITS New York chapter to promote student 

membership and participation in the professional association.  

For events, the big focus during the fall semester is the TransportationCamp NYC, hosted at 

NYU Tandon. The student chapter will play an important role in organizing volunteers and 

encouraging student participation in the event. In addition, the student chapter is exploring a 

partnership with MIT in organizing the Transportation Summit held annually in Brooklyn during 

the Spring. Smaller events such as construction site tours and seminars will be planned after the 

summer break.  


